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Bottom: The Wardlaw couple at entrance of basement
dugout home. Dead Ox Flat, Malheur County, Oregon,
15 October 1939

Right: Farmer Terry Oft and his mother, Betty. South of
Ontario, Malheur County, Oregon, 28 July 2006
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main street businesses are losing ground to chain stores outside down-

town, like Wal-Mart, Kmart and Home Depot. In the American West, such
national trends are complicated by conflicts over water rights and use,
between farmers and non-farmers, farm and city, city and city. These are
familiar stories to many Americans, but it is one thing to know them,
another to visit hundreds of places, one after another, to experience the
consequences first hand and appreciate the scope of change. The nation is
being re-made on a vast scale.

“Without water, the West is nothing,” one farmer told me. “They built a
pipeline across Alaska. They could build a pipeline from here to Las Vegas.
And there goes our water.” To Allen Brown and Terry Oft, and fellow farm-
ers in castern Oregon, water is what nurtures their livelihood and way of life,
once considered the bedrock of American society and culture. To Las Vegas
and Phoenix and San Diego, cities of the arid West, water is what they must
have to sustain a burgeoning population. To a corporation, especially one far
removed from the source, water is a commaodity to be bought and sold. To
the nation, water and fertile land should be treasured resources, not goods
to be sold to the highest bidder. Public investment in new infrastructure and
settlement patterns must not be undertaken lightly, for they are the frame-
work within which society evolves,





