


Sign on old bank building which today houses the office of

the Bureau of Reclamation. Nyssa, Malheur County, Oregon,

14 October 1939

Rlghl:Today many buildIngs In Nyssa are vacant, yet well

malntalned,lIke the Uotel Western. Nyssa, Malheur County,

Oregon,17 May 2005
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Bottom: The Wardlaw couple at entrance of basement

dugout home. Dead Ox Flat, Malheur County, Oregon,

15 October 1939

Right: FarmerTerry Ott and his mother, Betty. South of

Ontario. Malheur County. Oregon, 28 July 2006

This essay adapt d from An 1e Whl Ion 'SpIM\i .or"h lmmg book, 'larlng to

Look Dorolhea Lange:5 P otographs and Renort.s 'rom the fie'd wnl Will b

pUbli '1ed by the Unl'ierslty of Chicago Press In spring ,WOS The book prtSt'nts

neve !)ffore p'JbUsned photog pM and field fl!port by Oorothe Lange Her

lmagn and le~b from several ,,('glans 01 a sli gle year. 1C) 9 portray Ame,1 5

rna lve upheJ'Ii'1 nj reqtUflment. private gre d and environmental degraoa

tlon plJbHc mlsca (u al on and efforts ~o re~tore ho lie book al 0 recount

Whlsto Spirn s Journry to the plll t'S Uirge phologr phd 'I I j9 relIed on

what she found lIn!rt' what as ,lhd h 01 anged over he tl!rve Ing

decades and what signlficanc La ge s work of 19 i9 Ilolds fo Ihl! pre nl ~y

AQftlnl trOll th Graham Founiallon en bll!d Anne Whl 1011 ~p'rn to tra I 0

and photograph h pae lang hJd portrayed n Jq Dorothe Lar g

photog phs re reproduced courtl,: 'i of the U Cj L br ry of (onqress
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main street bu~inesses are losing ground to chain stores olltside down~

town, like Wal-Mart, KI11<lrt and Ilomc Dcpot.ln the Amcrican Wcst, such

national trends ;:Irc complicated by connicts over waleI' rigllls and usc,

between farmc.:rs and nOll-farmers, farm and city, city ilnd city. These ar'c

frlmilial' stories to many Americllns, but it is one thing to know them,

<lnother to visit hundreds of places, one after another, to experience the

consequenccs first hand and appreciate the scope of change. The nation is

bl...'ing rc-mnde on il Vllst scale.

"Without water, the West is nothing," one farmer told me. "They built a

pipeline acro s Alaska. They could build a pipeline from here to Lc'1$ Vegas.

And there goes our waler."Ta Allen I:3rown Jnd 'Ierry Oft, and fellow farm­

ers in eastern Oregon, Wi.tter is what nurlur'es their livelihood and way oflife,

once considered the bedrock of American societ y and culture. To Las Vegns

and Phoenix and San Diego, cities of tile arid Wesl, water is what they must

h:wc to sustain a burgeoning population. To acorporation, especinlly one far

removed from the sourcc, \V<ltel' is a commodity to be bought ;md sold. To

the nation, walcr and fertile bnd should be treasured resources. not goods

to be sold to the highest bidder. Public investment in new infrastructure and

settlement p;llterns l11u:s1 not be undertaken lightly, fol' they ;Ire the frame­
work within which socielycvolvcs.




