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ANNE WHISTON SPIRN

Daring to Look
Dorothea Lange's Photographs and
Reports from the Field

C<i" I he end of hn carCt'l", Dorot hea Lange lalllClllcd No

country has I.'vcr closely scrlllinized itself\'isuall)' I

know what h'C CQuld make of it if people ani)' thought we

CQuld dare look at Ollrscl\'cs.~L,ngc. howc\'cr. did look, Ilnninchingl)

turning her lens on the despair. dcgr<ldation, and greed lin leashed by

the Creat Depression, and her photographs for the NCIV Dears Farm

Security Adm i 11 istration have become the deli ni 11& images of 1hal ti me.

Glpluring a cOlllllr}' and a people on Ihe brill k ofcatacl)'smic change.

But the iconic images we all know don't come close 10 telling the

whole SIOI')'o Lange \'iewed her photographs as part ofsequenced nar·

r'llives, COlllcxtualized and enriched by her dcscriptive c<lptions-,\'ith­

Olll wh ich, she wrote, "hal f the va llle of fieldwork is losLM Oaring to Look

prcsent.s never-before-published pholos and captions from Lange's

ficld\\'ork in California, the Pacific Nonhwcsl, and Nonh Carolina dur­

ing 1939. Langc's images ofsqllaucr GlmpS, benighled fanners. and

slark landscapes are stunning, and her caplions-which range from

simple explanations ofscltings to historical notes and biographical

sketches-add unexpectcd depth, bringing her sllbjeos IIllforgellahly

(Q life. often in their own words.

When Langc was dismissed frOIll thc Fann Security Administra­

tion al Ihe end of 1939, Ihese photos and field notes \,'cre consigned to

al'chivcs, where they languished, ra rely sectl. \Vil h Daring to Look, Anne

Whiston Spirn nOI onl)' returns thcm to the public eye, but sets thenl

in the comext of Lange's pioneering lile, work, and slrul{gle for C1"itical

recognition-firmly placing Lange in her rightful posilion at the fore­

front of Americall photogr.tphy.

Anne Whiston Spirn is professor of landscape architecture al the
Massachusells InstitUie ofTechnolo/{}', A photographer herself, she is lhe
aII I hoI' of TIll' emil ill' G{/ I'dI'll: U"/NlI1 N(lIIIIl' U lid /·111 11/(/11 IJesiglj ill1(1

Till' LOlIgtWgr' 01 Ltllld.smlJt,

"As a lifelong friend of Dorothea Lange.

I was absolutely astounded and thor­

oughly pleased with Oaring to Look,

Anne Whiston Spirn has hit the nail

on the head: she knows the secret of

understanding good photography-and

of understanding Dorothea Lange's life as

well. An astonishing book."

-Rondal Partridge.
photographer and former

assistant to lange
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