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ANNE WHISTON SPIRN
Inspired by lhc ",'Oft; and writings of
Flederick Law 0I1nSlt:d. Charles Eliot
and Ian McHarg. 1M GrrvUl~ Gartkn
is lhc prodl>Cl of Anne Whiston
Spiro's education and career as a
\andscape architect. ''Th' book arose
out of my frustnuioo in failing to lind
a ingle volume !hal summarized lhc
wealth of knowledge about urban
nature and ilS application to urban
design:' And because she wanted to
create somelhing of value 10 practi.
tioner.>. the book conlains su=sfuJ
case studies drawn from landscape
archileClS and her own work as wcIJ.
On such a foundation. the book
evolved with a growing appreciation
of the cruciaJ role that those oulSide
the design and planning professions

play in molding the city's fomL A
year's fellowship at the Bunting Insli·
lUIe gave Spim the opportunity to do
the original research. Today. Anne
Spiro defines hers as a "different
Idnd of practice." More academically
based, ber practice focuses on applied
research-identifying problems in the
field and going after funding to sup­
port and apply her studies. Two cur­
rent projects are putting The Gra"il~

Gard~n into practice. A.~ consultant 10

lhe City of Boston. Spim is studying
how urban form affects air circulation
and developing guidelines to promote
betrer venrilalion and circulation.
"Exploiting lhe Open Space Potential
of Urban Vacant Land," funded by
the arional Endowmcrn for the Arts.

is a project that views urban vacant
land an opponunity 10 reshape
American cities. Six cities will be
used 10 tes! the SlIIdy's findings: Oak·
land. Denver. Dayton. Cincinnati.

ew York' South Bronx and Boston.
She will be assembling a handbook of
suitability crileria and design pnxo­
rypes for different rypes of open space
u for vacant land uch as recrea-
lion. storm drainage, forestry. agricul­
lure, mineral conservation-fifteen
types in all. A registered landscape
architect. Anne Spim is Associate
Professor of Landscape Architecture,
Graduate School of Design. Harvard
Univer.>ity. She earned her MLA at
The Univer.>ity of Pennsylvania and
BA in Fine ArtS at Radcliffe College.


