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dnaled designers. Christopher Alexander (1987)
has recently aniculaled a SCi orrormalistic rules
for achieving ~ch a quality in the contemporaT)
city. These rules. howe,·er. focus on the OUlward
appearance of urban form and on processcs of
tksign and construction and ncglet't botb the
meaning ofthat form and the: natural and eul~

tural prottncs to which urban torm is an
adaplation or an expn:ssion.
22 Some of these issues are all'cad being
explored in urban design. l.ynch's (1958) article
on adaptability remains a classic. There is also a
growing literature on the idea" place" and the
engagement of Ihe people who do or willli,'c in a
place In Ihe process ofdesigning and building il.
Although Alcxaodcr(cg. 1975. 1977. 1979),
Kroll (1984, 198(a. 1987b), Ilnd others for whom
these IlT(' important concerns express an appre­
ciation for natural featurcs of the landscape, lhey
focus nil cultural processes and neglect natural
processes. This is particularly evident in Akx·
ander', (1977) pattern language, .... hc~
~palterns" associated with natural features and
the rul' for t~ir application are static and
divorced from tlK- pnxCSSC5 that give them fonn.
23 Halprin~ U~ ofMscOl'C .. are explorationslD
the notation of movemC:nt that remain singular in
the proression
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